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Prisoners of love

The men behind HBO's gritty, sexy 0z talk about the controversial show
as it plows through its final season By Lawrence Ferber

he gates are finally closing on

Oz, HBO's mesmerizing, no

holds-barred dramatic series

about an experimental men's

prison block, well into its
gixth season, runs through Febroary
Z3, when the show caps off with a 1
midnuie fnale. Gays have bedn maning
in ta Oz fervently—besides the hot
me, omnipresent nudity, and gueer
characters, we've been following the
twisted, tortured, wef deeply Im'in[: -
mance between inmates Chris Keller
and Tobias Hescher. Today on the sed
in Bayonme, M., the actors who Al
those rodes—Chrisiopher Melond and
Lew Tergesen, respectively—elac be-
tween scenes al a table within the
120, 0{M-zquare-fool Emerald City
prisan complex,

The pair needle each other like real-
lafe (and less dysfanctiongad) lovers i
between recollections. Tergesen
lamenis the terrible drag he was
forced o don as bitch to diabolical
whiti supremaecist Schillinger (Spider
Wan's J K. Simmons’) during the first
sipenn. “That fucking bullshit, two
ripgeed T-shirts for a dress and those
fucking gold beels” i growuses. “Give
me* snmething higher ap that's going to
show off my butt & little more.” More
fondly recalled are e HUMeroWs on-
sereen French kisses, which Tergesen
and Melonl took off-set with playlal
lip=loscks at ihe 2006 GLAALTY Media
Awards

“It e perfect sense 0 me Uil
they woould kiss,” proffers series cre-
ator Tom Fonmtana. *Here are these
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Celibleth lovers—and
Tighters—Garis Kelles
(Christopher Melani, lefi)
i Tobiag Baeched

{Lee Tesgesenk

two happily married guys kissing at
the gay awards and letting it be pho-
tographed because thelr attiiude ks, ‘I
people don't undersiand, fuck “em.’
Those guys in particulor hove been ine
credibly ballsy in doing anything |
mskedd thiemm fo dlo,”

In fact, Meloni and Tergesen have
had to push for even more cxplicitly
gay content. While shooting a scene
that ended with a show of affection,
the director of that episode grew un-
comlortable, calling “Cul'™ early and
giggling. “Finally we wore like, Ty,
can you just let it run for a minuwte®
which they always do on these
scenes,” Tergesen recalls. “And the di-
rector goes, ‘Why, are you going (o
Blow him™ The truth was, & real ma-
ment was happening.”
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“And you called him owt,” Melond
recalls proudly. “Lee goes, ‘Look, just
because you're uncomfortable with
the sexuality going om here doesn't
miean you have to min on our lucking
parade.” "

Also tough (o negotiate are the
show's plethora of node scenes. Prac-
tically every Oz character has shown
all for the cameras, but Fontana re-
veals why some actors show more
than others, “The truth 5" he says,
“every actor who said they couldn't
[ fromtal]l—and they go into elabo-
rate ‘T'm protecting my family” excus.
eg—just have the smallest penises!
When you see thelr buatis but not thelr
fronts, vou know the story,”

And while Tergesen and Melond
aren’t gay, a number of gay actors
have appeared on the program.
Charles Busch portrayed a gay mur-
derer two seasans ago, Tony-winner
B Wong has inhabited ihe sexually
ambiguous Father Ray Muksda sinee
the beginning, and James Pelacio—
JL'L.IL ]-"h:lh.: <1 J;lhh.-.l. CN-CIAPIeSs 1:|II
thie Impeerial Cowrt of New York—hoes
plyed a pender-bending O pay gang
member sinee season 2. Pelacko cred-
itx the show for breaking new grond
before Chieer as Folk, bringing homo-
eroticism home even if the chamctens
werent outwarndly gay. "0z definktely
was one of 8 kind, and 1 think it broke
e penlel,” e nocks,

O0z's Minal season boasts Brosdway
legends Joel Grey and Potti LaPone o
well as a new quecr characier thai
Fontana calls “kind of & cross between
Peter Gatien and Michael Alig"™ As for
that long-strained Beecher-heller mo-
manere—will it go oot with a smile, a
shanking, or Keller's exoeution® =0k,
it's 0=," ohserves Fontana, laughing
sardonically. “1 don’t want (o make any
false promises. It's another year in Ok
i= all [ cnn say.”

For their part, Melonl and Tergesen
nre smd their sentence together has G-
nally endbecd Or has it? “It's sad, bat I'm
excited,” says Tergesen, sighing. *1 am
goking to miss working with Chrs. He
and | went to see Tool on Halloween
night. W just went out as ourseloes,
which | guess you can interpret how-
ever you ltke"™ B

Fertwer has alss writhen for Entertaine
mend Weekly and Time Chat Mew York

artsientertainment

Inside the Emerald City

If you're catching Oz for the first time on HBO
(or on the season 1 and 2 DVDs), here's
a useful guide to who's who—and who's gay
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Facing rhe end of their senlences oa &7 are (Trom ledl) Lee Tergeten & Tobias Beecher, |.K. Simsons
at Ve Schallinger, Chaithephes Meloni a4 Cheis Kelber, and RE. Rodgers 34 James Robson

[IToblas Beecher (played by Lee | ceiving a black man's gums in a
Tergesen): A lreper jailed for killing a | transplan—ha's currently feduced Lo

girl while deiving drunk, Beecher has
been with us snce the show's bagin:
ning. At first, Schillinger tumed him
ima his “prag” (bitchj—branding a
swastika on his gss, raping him, and
forcing him to cross-dress, Having
fousht bhack since, today's Bescher
prefers 1o be Heller's consensual
lower and is fighting to get him off
death row,

[IVern Schillinger (played by LK. S
mons): Head of the nec-Naz Aryan
Brotherhood and & perpetual thom in
Bescher's side. He's responsible for
thi murther of ond of Baachar's childnen
and suffered the loss of his own two
1y Sons—all Casualties of Hhbin wal,
[ Chris Keller (played by Christopher
Melonij: When introduced in season
2. Heller appeared to be Bescher's
sthoving, guandian angel. It was a ruse;
Schillinger had enlisted him to break
Beecher's arms and legs. Secretly
endeaned, however, Heller spent the
mixk SEecral Seasons in o ferce ove
hate stnggille to win Beecher's heart,
at one podnt famously showing wihol
Gonad would call his “bronde eye” in
taunting flirtation. “To me, it was
nEver & ‘gay” relalionship por se,”
says sorles croalor Fantana. *It's two
men of two people struggling to fing
ond maintain kove in an ervironment
that compietely works against them.”™
[james Robson (played by R.E.
Rodgers): An exiled member of the
Aryan Brotherhood—rejected after ne-
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prag and taking spoons up the rear,
Yes, spoons.

Francls Winthrop (played by Andy
Powers): Schillinger's lalest prag,
SiHi N Lhe soason premicne spitting
out & mouthiul of you-know-what,
He'll do—and doss—anything to be-

| come a full-fledged Aryan Brother,

Flona {played by lames Pelacio): The
Gays' literal choarieader, hit's abaays
safely on the sidelines with several
other gueans, including Tony [Steve
Wishnoff) @nd Kiki {Rohan Quing).
Timmy Kirk (played by Sean Dugan):
Fiary. il redhaad who flids with Fa-
ther Mukada (B.D. Wong), mainly to
tormeng him.

Alonzo Torgquiemada (played by
Bobby Cannavala): A niw gay prison-
er who resemibles Magilyn Manson,
O, the Tantasies that'll stie up!
Mat/Natalle Glazburg (played by
Charles Busch): A cross-dressing
killer with AIDS, Ginzburg was hired
Lo assassinale his cell mate, Antonia
Happa, an italian who had been mall-
ciously infected with HIV by another
prisongr, Adebisi, Humaniiadans all.
Billia Heans (pleved by Dernck Sim-
mons): Dpenly gay Homebay. Mada a
pass al a shodt-lived talian and was
beaten harribhy,

James Cramer (played by Rob
Bogue): Fought in season 3 boxing
matches—something the Gays aucel

—Lawrence Ferber
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